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ADVERTISEMENT. 


LATELY publiſhed, by the ſame Authour, tranſlated 
from the French, An Eſſay on Providence; to which is 
prefixed, an Aridgement of the Hiſtory of Myr. De 
Marolles, the Writer of that Effay—N. B. The Third 
Part of the Duty of Man, relative to Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, is intended to be publiſhed as ſoon as other avo- 
cations will admit. Mr, Martin returns thanks to 


thoſe Gentlemen who have lately ſent him additional 


thou; his on Animal Magnetiſm. Though they came tos 
. date to afſif him in his fit Eſſay - againff that folly, 
ſhould what he has auritten, engage him in any contro- 
werſy, he intends to avail himſelf of their obſervations. 
Further favours of this kind, from thoſe who are con- 


ſcientious in their oppoſition, are requeſted; and 


Letters (paſt paid) from any advocate of this pretended 
ſeitnce will bt tales i in. © As Mr. Martin has not drit- 


er ur * he now ever intend to write, on this fubjet, 
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T may ſeem a raſh attempt to examine into 
the nature and effects of Animal Magnetiſm, 
without paying any homage to them who teach 
it: but enquiry, if well conducted, is ſeldom 
unrewarded. Why the Examiner has been thus 
employed, will ſufficiently appear in the follow- 
ing Letter; but in what manner he has obtained 
ſufficient information to execute his taſk,* it may 
not be improper to mention. 


In all he heard and ſaw, he endeavoured to pay 
a due regard to the convictions of his own mind. 
In ſearch of truth, he reſolved to afk ſuch queſtions 
as ſeemed moſt likely to bring hidden things to 
Iight; and to bear ſuch information he earneſtly 
requeſted to be under the influence of proper mo- 
tives; believing without that influence he might be 
deceived at every ſtep, The more effectually to 
guard himſelf againſt deception, he conſidered 
what were the cauſes and confequences both of 
credulity, and incredulity. He recollected, that 
men of ſcience ſometimes forget, that our igno- 
rance of the manner in which a thing exiſts, is 
| A 3 no 
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no proof of the non- exiſtence of that thing: but 


he thought the common objection of Magnetiſts, 
(that if you do not know what a thing ts, you 
cannot ſay what it is 2 abſurd, 


With ſuch cautions, and with ſuch views, the 
Examiner ſought for opportunities to converſe 
with wonder-working men, and to ſee their 
feats perſormed. Such opportunities occurred; 
which have not only been re- conſidered, but 
what ſeemed difficult to decide, has been ſub- 
mitted to men of ſcience and integrity. He 
bas read ſuch books as they have recommended; 
and he has not refuſed to read thoſe authors 
which Magnetiſts extol. He has alſo been 
favoured . with books, pamphlets and papers, 
from: friends engaged in the ſame purſuit with 
bimſelf, which have afforded him conſiderable 
aſſiſtance. He thought, after ſuch Examination, 
he might have ſomewhat to write of ſervice 
to ſociety.— This is now attempted. 


Dzaz SIR, 


Ar your diſtance from London, 


though you have lived half a century, it is no 


wonder, that reports of what is done amongſt us 


ſhould ſeem to you a little ſtrange. To be fure, 
your reading and good ſenſe have operated as 
a check to ſuppreſs ſurprize, but it is eaſy to 
obſerve you are anxious to hear all you can of 
Animal Magnetiſm. You wiſh me to give you 
the fulleſt information: and to comply with 
pour requeſt, you will find no pains have been 
| ſpared; ſo that you are likely to receive a much 
longer Letter on that inks ſtirring ſubject, than 
you expected. 

It may be proper to give you in the ft place, 
an hiſtorical {ketch of Animal Magnetiſm. 

In the year 1785, Dr. De Mainauduc pub- 
liſhed his Propoſals to the Ladies, for eſtabliſh- 
ing an Hygi&an Society, to be incorporated with 
* of Paris. In this paper, the Doctor informs 

Is, That Mr. Meſiner revived the ſcience of 
Animal Magnetiſm from the aſhes of the antients; 
that being in France when it was the general 
topic of converſation, he applied to Mr. Meſ- 
mer for inſtructions; that he offered that Gen- 


tleman 200 guineas for his ſecret, but had the 
2.3 mortification 


| „ 
mortification of being refuſed ; that this event, 
though mortifying at the time, proved in the 
end a fortunate one, as it procured him the ac- 
quaintance of Dr. D'Elſon ; that Dr. D'Elſon 
being oppoſed by the Faculty in France, applied 


for Commiſſioners to inſpe& his treatment, and 
to report what they ſhould obſerve worthy no- 


tice; that the Commiſſioners, though men of 
great eſtimation for perſpicuity of Judgment, 
made a very unfavourable report.” 


The Doctor adds, That the oarſecuths ſubject 


gained ground, and began to riſe, under the in- 
. defatigable labours of Dr. D*Elſon, and a few 
Others, from the crude ſtate in which Mr. Meſmer 
left it, to that ſuperior one to which it is now 
arrived, though ſtill far ſhort of what it will be 
brought to.; that there is ſcarce a town in France 
where it does not at this inſtant flouriſh, and 
ſcarcely a corner of the globe in-which it is not 


introducing ; that this accounts for Dr. De- 


Mainauduc's preſence in England, and for the 
ſteps he has taken; that he is happy in the cha- 
raQer and reflection of being the fir/? who dared, 


in England, to ſtem the torrent of oppoſition, 


in a caufe which, from its own nature and pur- 


port, wilt foon need little RON to ſupport 8 


itſelf.“ 
This, Ladies,” continues Dr. DeMainanduc, 


is the ſubject I beg leave to addreſs to you. — 
As this method of curing each other is not con- | 
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fined to Sex, or to College education, and the 
Fair Sex, being in general, the moſt ſympathiſing 
part of the creation, and molt immediately con- 
cerned in the health and care of its offspring, L 
think myſelf bound in gratitude to you, Lakes, 
for the partiality you have ſhewn me in the line 
of Midwifery, to contribute, as far as lies in my 
power, to render you additionally uſeful and 
valuable to community.” | 

With this view, I purpoſe immediately, to 
form an Hygican Society, to be incorporated 
with that of Paris.—As ſoon as twen'y Ladies 
have given in their names, the day ſhall be ap- 
pointed for the firſt meeting at my houſe, where 
they are to pay 15 . each; which will 
include the whole expence.“ 

« It may be necellary to offer ſome dos 
of the inſtructions I intend to give. Mr. Meſ- 
mer's theory being the original one, though now 
laid aſide by thoſe who have gone further, I 
mean to give his method, and to ſhew how to 
conſtruct his backet *, &c. &c. when I will con- 


* Backet is a ſhallow tub. Baguette is a divi- 
ner's rod. A certain impoſtor in France boaſted, 
that he could detect thieves, murderers, and other 
malefactors, by the help of a magical rod.” See a 
Diſſertation upon Superſtition in Natural Things, by 
WERENFELSIOS, It was tranſlated in 1748. The 
original may be found among the Opu/cula of that 


| learned authour. 
| Vince, 


1 
vince thoſe who do me the honour of receiving 
my inſtructions, that his theory is fallacious ;' and 
teach them ours, which will inſtantly appear to 
be right. This is all I muſt at prefent advance 
on the ſubject.“ 

Such, Sir, is Dr. De Mainanduc's narrative 
abridged. But in a treatiſe which he is pleaſed 
to call VERir As, we have a long account of 
| cures and conjectures. In his pompous preface, 
| he tells us, that Animal Magnetiſm will 
| flouriſh in every corner of the world, and that it 

will be received among the other improvements 
in the healing art, there can be no doubt: and 
where,” ſays the Doctor, . ſo likely as in this 


happy foil, where liberty, the encourager of 
improvements, — and emulation, that radiant 


character of a Briton—hurries on to perfection! 


The only danger is, that ſome unſkilled in the” 
knowledge of diſeaſes, and of the means of con- 


ducting a patient through a criſis, may ſtart into 
impoſition on the public, and repeat, by his 
ignorance, the ftab which Animal Magnetiſm 
received from another cauſe. Magnetiſm is not 
a play thing. fir fool: But what it is, I — 
reſerve ſor a ſuture publication ? 
If, Sir, this'was ener intended, it ſeems mow 
to be given up. For, in a paper which Dr. De 
Mainauduc calls The terms for Inſtructions, 
Treatment and Conſultation, we find, what he 
. there profeſſes to teach, is /otallyunconneRed: 
tel with 
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with Animal Magnetiſm, with Electricity, and 
with the Theories of Meſmer, and of every 
Society, or Publication whatſoever.” You ſee, 
Sir, if the public give him credit for this 
extravagant aſſertion, the Doctor muſt be diſ- 
appointed, Can you have patience to hear his 
Terms ?—** For each. Courſe of Inſtructions, 
from 25 guineas to 150 guineas. N. B. The 
Subſcription to be paid when the Name is given in. 
For Treatment and Conſultations, from 1 guinea 
to 15 guineas, N. B. Each Month's Treatment te 
be paid for at its Commencement.” 

Can this be VERITAS ? Surely, neither 


VERITAS, nor even SYPHAX, would thus inſult 
Society. Such Terms are far above the daring 


of ſecond handed Magnetiſts: but they are beſt 


acquainted with their own cuſtomers, 
The rapid manner in which Magnetiſts have 


| multiplied upon us, may ſeem to you, incredible. 


Dr. De Mainauduc ſays, in 1785, Mr. Meſmer 
had taught his ſecret to 300 diſciples; and that, 
in the ſame year, Dr. D'Elſon had inſtructed 


160 phyſicians. He alſo informs us, that an 


infinite number of people have, either by their 
own ſtudies, or from inſtruQtions given them by 
others, not only acquired a knowledge of, but 
practiſed this method : ſo that, a general prohi- 
bition becomes impracticable. If, Sir, in 1785, 


the number of theſe practitioners was infinite, ta 


keep 


| (w) 
keep up the ſublime Nile, we muſt'n no fay, they 


ure infinite upon infinite ! 
Surrounded with ſuch ſwarms of ane 
a few only, who have aſpired to eminence in 


and near this metropolis, will here be noticed, 


Of theſe Dr. Benamor, Mr. Cue, Mr. Hol- 
loway, Mr. Loutherbourg, Mr. Parker, and 
Dr. Yeldal, have been moſt famous, No 


affront is intended by this arrangement. Tt is 


made in the order of the Alphabet, becauſe after 
Dr. De Mainauduc it might ſeem preſump- 
tuous to determine which of theſe Gentlemen 
mould have the pre- eminence. Thoſe branches 
which are too high for your friend's inſpection, 
or too low to deſerve notice, he thinks it pruꝭent 
to let alone. Venal practitioners, and thoſe 
among them who would be thought | learned, or 
pious performers, will chiefly be kept in view. 
That you may imbibe no prejudice againſt any 

Magnetiſt mentioned in this Letter, you will 
receive their own account of themſelves with it, 
in the cards, advertiſements, and other printed 
e which they have thought fit to publiſh, 


Tf any of the following remarks ſhould feem 


Were, you will obſerve, that thoſe who have 


been enſnared in their ſemplicity, are not the ob- 
jeQs of my cenfure- To the common infirmitics 
of human nature, or the common prejudices 
of 1 to de rigid is to be unfuſt. But 

when 
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Z wehen ſolly aſpires to that honour which is only 
9 due to wiſdom; when ſor ſuch extravagance, 
any man expects to be paid and applauded, he 
deſerves rebuke: nor are ſuch men likely to be 
reformed without reproof. 

From what your friend has heard and ſeen, 
he is fully convinced, that Animal Magnetiſm 
js not connected with religion, This, however, 
has been pretended: and this very pretence, in- 
creaſed his ardour to ſearch this matter to the 
bottom. | 


A Mrs. Pratt, who has publithed a liſt of 
© cures performed by Mr. and Mrs. De Louther- 
© bourg, wiſhes to be known as A luer of the 
Lamb of Gad. To thoſe who diſcredit her report 
of cures, ſhe applies theſe words: Behold ye 
Dieſpiſers and wonder and periſb, for I will work a 
ort in your Days, which ye ſhall n:t believe though 
2 man declare it unto you. But to promote belief 
in Magnetiſm, ſhe quotes thefe words of our 
Lord: Verily, verily, I ſay unte you, he that be- 


© lieveth on me, the works that 1 ds, ſhall he do alſo; 


4 and Greater Works than THESE ſhall he do, becauſe 
1 go unis the Father. — You will charitably ſup- 
: poſe, Mr. De Loutherbourg has publickly repre- 
hended this Lady for her abuſe of ſcripture, 
3 or informed the world he believes her to be in- 
2 ſane, But, it is ſaid, there are certain reaſons. 


to be given why nothing like this muſt be ex- 


5 from Mr. De Loutherbo 
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Mrs. Pratt informs us, that 3000 perſons 
have waited at one time, to gain admiſſion to 


this Magnetiſt at Hammerſmith : and ſhe com- 


plains of ſome people who have ſold their ad- 
miſſion tickets for five guineas, and two guineas 
a piece! At what price they bought them is 
not ſaid. Whether it be from envy, or any other 
motive, it is certain other Magnetiſts queſtion 
Mr. De Loutherbourg's ability to heal : and it is 


hoped, with what meaſure OY mete, it will be 


meted unts them again. 

But Mr. De Loutherbourg is not the only 
Gentleman who has profeſſed to be difintere/ted 
and pious, in Magnetiſing. Mr. Cue has equalled 


his pretenſions. He has not only been ſo 


generous as to teach and practice gratzs, but, it 
is ſaid, he knows how to be civil to ſuitable 
patients. Of his piety, he condeſcended to 


give your friend a ſtrong idea, by ſaying before 
him one of his prayers. It began thus: The 


Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee, and contained the 
following words to the end of that chapter +, to 
which was added a compoſition of his own: at 
length, his prayer concluded with this petition: 
And nau, Lord, grant, that figns and wonders may 
be done, by the name of thy holy child Feſus ! 
After hearing my objections to this form of 
prayer, (which is uſually accompanied with im- 
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BE 
poſition of hands,) Mr. Cue's defence was in- 
ſufferable. Your friend, therefore, thought is 


his duty to ſpeak to him to this effect: . Conſi- 


der, Mr. Cue, the conſequence of connecting 
Magnetiſm with prayer. In the petitions you 
have mentioned, you aſk for that power which 
you do not poſleſs, and which you ſeem to ac- 
knowledge you are alike unable to merit, or to 
command, Were you conſiſtent, you would 
confeſs it is uncertain, nay that it is no way 
likely, ſuch prayers will be anſwered : yet, if 
ſome power which is ſupernatural does not concur 
with your operations, you do in effect, own you 
have no power to heal diſeaſes. But I fear, Sir, 
ſuch conceſſions, in plain terms, ill agree with 
that vanity you love to indulge.” 

Theſe, Sir, are ſtrange liberties: but 
you know that impicty in prayer, and folly in 
action, have long ſince been united, When 


Naaman went to Eliſha, the Syrian felt himſelC 


offended, becauſe Eliſha did not 7reat him accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of Magnetiſers in his own 
country. Behald, ſaid Naaman, I thaught he will 


ſurely came out ts me, and ſtand, and CALL upan the 


ame of the Lird his Cad, and STRIKE his hand 
ever the place, and re:zver the Leper. In thoſe 
days, the king of Iſrael properly reſented the ſup- 
poled inſult. He rent his clothes, and aid, am 1 
Cd to kill and make alive, that this man dith fend 


B unts 


E 


umto me, to reciuer a man of his leproſy ? Wherefore, 
conſider, I pray you, and ſee haw he ſeeketh a quarrel 
againſt me. Moreover, when Eliſha, who had 
heard of the king's diſpleaſure, ſaid, Let him naw 
come 1e me, he added, and he ſhall knaw there is a : 
PROPHET in Iſrael. He did fo: for when the "> 
cure was effected, Naaman returned to the MAN 

| OF God, he, and all his company, and came, and > 
| fined before him; and he ſaid, behold, nw I knw 
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that there is ns Gad in all the earth, but in Iſrael. 
"n Every thing in this narrative ſhews, that ſuch 
| cures were then believed to be wrought by ſuper- 
natural power: what aſſiſtance of that Kind our 
| Magnetiſts may have, ſhall be conſidered at the 
| cloſe of this Letter, 

b You ſee, Sir, what attempts have been made ; 
| to connect Magnetiſm with religion, of which - 
1 mournful inſtances might be greatly multiplied. ; 
3 Yet one thing has given me pleaſure; which is, 
they who are thus enſnared, are in general ſuch 
[as might have been expected. Men who think 
| they can do much, and ought to do every 9 
often do ſuch things with a view to applauſe, a 
iſſue in their ſhame, But, whatever "em ; 
have been made to connect Magnetiſm with 3 
religion, they are, and ever will be vain, It is JF 
well known fome have learned, and others have 
taught, this pretended ſcience, who would not 
bear to be told they haye a ſerious regard for the 
- Bible, 


7 
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Bible. It is certain, that ſome of Mr, Holloway's 


diſciples have ſaid, there is no neceſſary connec- 
tion between Magnetiſm and religion : they have 
allowed, that an Atheift may praQiſe this art 
with as much ſucceſs as a man who fears God, 
One of his pupils ſent him a letter in . 
theſe words: 1 am perfectly convinced from 
your own lips, that Animal Magnetiſm is not, 
cannot be of God.” You, dear Sir, will re- 
ceive conviction it is ſomething ſufhciently diſtant 
from religion when you conlider who has ſaid, 
The natural man knnueth nat the things of the Spirit 
of Gad; as you mult allow, before the cloſe of 
this Letter, if ſuch men are not to be found 
among eminent Magnetiſers, they are not be 
found elſewhcre. 

But it is not enough to ſay, that Animal 
Magnetiſm is not connected with religion, ſince, 
as it 1s practiſed by many, it 1s:very hurtful te 
various profeiJors of Chriftiantty. 

Faith, you know, is believing what God has 
ſaid, as credible, and includes the believer's con- 
fidence in the ability and integrity of him in 


hom he puts his truſt : but belief, among Mag- 


netiſers, is believing what God has not ſaid, 
believing what is contrary to his word, and in- 
cludes the believer's confidence in an arm of fleſh. 
Prayer, if properly performed, is one of the 
molt important branches of revealed religion: 
| B 2 but 
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but when thus performed, it is according to 


divine direction, and not without divine aſſiſtance: 


whereas when Magnetiſers pray, as profeſſional 


men, their devotion is as diſtant from piety, as 
their ſecrets are from ſcience. 


Reading, provided the ſubjects are well ſelected, 


and ſeaſonably regarded, is of real ſeivice: but 


to read ſuch authours as Magnetiſts commend. 


relative to their arcana; ſuch as Agrippa, Digby, 
Fludd, Fernelius, Helmont, Maxwell, Paracelſus, 
and others of equal fame, is to rake into aſhes; 
and if ſuch traſh can pleaſe the reader, he will 


certainly riſe without reliſh for better food. — 
By a vicious taſte for ſuch tales, the Bible is neg- 


lected, or only read in hope of finding ſomething 
which may give a ſanction to prophane fubles.— 
Affecting proofs of ſuch frenzy would be pro- 


duced, if it was thought you had patience to: 


read of ſuch extravagants ; 
Meditation, 


Better bidoks are ſometimes recommended by 
Magnetiſts, For inſtance, Mr. Holloway refers us to 
the works of Lord Bacon. But what part of his 


lordſhip's works does that Gentleman moſt admire ? 
This will be ſeen when he publiſhes The Principles 
of his Original Lectures. It will be ſeen alſo, whe- 
ther he diſtinguiſhes between what -the nature of his 


lordſhip's labours obliged him to report, and what 


the noble authour himſelf approved. This is certain, 
- ſpeaking of a fooliſh problem, his lordſhip fiys, 
% The inquiſition of this my is PR hard; 
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Meditation, on ſober ſubjects, if well timed, 
and purſued with proper caution, is another 
mean of promoting piety: but the ſelf abſtrac- 
tion Magnetiſts commend, is only managable by 
myſtics; or, to ſpeak more properly, by nobody; 
for thoſe Terms either convey no meaning at all, 


or ſtand for any thing which an idle fancy may 


pleaſe to form. 

Humulity has ever * ** baſis and guard of 
godlineſs; but all Magnctiſers are magnifiers of 
themſelves: ſelf is the ſubſtance of their conver- 
ſation, and to excite wonder, by arts and tales 
which cannot bear inſpection, is their chief de- 


light. The luſt of dominion is the main ſpring 


of their motions, which is tempered, turned, 
and wound up, as avarice, or as curioſity directs : 
were it not for fear of being detected, the unre- 


for the things that are reported are full of fables; 
and new experiments can hardly be made but with 
extreme caution :—for I cannot, (ſays his Lordſkip) 
command myſelf to believe what I will, and fo zo 
trial can be made. Nay, it is worſe, for whatſoever 
a man imagineth doubtingly, or with fear, muſt needs 
do hurt, if imagination have any power at all ; for 
a man repreſenteth that oftener that he feareth, than 
the contrary.” In another place, touching the 
tranſmiſſion of ſpirits, and the force of the imagina- 
tion,” his lordſhip ſays, They work moſt upon 
weak minds and ſpirits ; as thoſe of women, fick 
perſons ; children, and young creatures.” See Lord 
Bacon's Nat, Hiſt, Cent. X. P. 333 and 325. 


B 3 fiſted 


ited energy of ſuch principles in action, would 


| ſoon produce alarming effects. 

The arrogance of Magnetiſts is offenſively ap- 
a parent in their terms for complete inſtruction. 
Can you believe it? Maney to a conſiderable 
amount, an oath, and a bond of to, oool. have 
been demanded—and given! To be ſure, Sir, 
ſome teachers are afraid of ſoaring ſo high. 


Cunning, you know, creeps cloſe to ambition 


in her firſt advances. Mr. Holloway's modeſt 
terms are nothing more than five guineas ; and 
your promiſe, neither directly, nor indirectly, to 
reveal his ſecret. You are even permitted by 
that Gentleman, (if he cannot avoid it,) to 
publiſh your opinion of his Lectures, but if 
you diſapprove of his philoſophy, you are not 
allowed to ſay why you find fault. At a time 
when ſo much has been written againſt /avery, 
who would /hus be brought into bondage? you 
will agree with me, that he who is fettered in his 
higheſt faculty, by «ne of his fellow creatures, is 
no longer free: and that he who, thus bows down 
to his inferior, till he ſhakes off the yoke, is a 
* maeed? 

To make this inglorious ' yoke as eaſy as 


poſlible, it has been pleaded, that every man has a 


right to make the moſt of his on invention; that 
every apprentice is bound to keep his maſter's 
Tecrets ; that the ſublime ſcience of Animal 

| Magnetiſm 
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(619) 
Magnetiſm, is in an infant ſtate, and might, was 
it made common, fall into bad hands; that to 
diſcloſe the art, would be injurious to the Fair- 


Sex, becauſe a man who ſeemed only to play 
with a woman, might throw her into a crifis, 


and behave improperly. But to theſe pretences it 


has been replied, that it is impoſſible to ſay, who 
invented Animal Magnetiſm; that an apprentice 
is bound only to keep his maſter's /awful ſecrets, 
and that few people are willing to be apprenticed 
a ſecond time ; that the pretended ſcience cannot 


fall into worſe hands than it already has; that the 


Fair-Sex owe nothing to the compaſſion of 
Magnetiſers, ſince, if their art may be as injurious 
as this plea ſuppoſes, thouſands have been taught 
it, and of courſe, women are left to their 


| diſcretion. 


There is ſomething ſo contrary to the ap- 
pearance of religion in the Jaſt plea, (which was 
urged by Mr. Cue, ) that it calls for additional 
attention.— If a woman in a common criſis, has her 
underitanding deranged, if the moſt uſual ſymp- 
toms are wildneſs of eyes, diſtortion of features, 
attended with convulſions and violent agitations, 
who could be tempted to behave improperly to 
ſuch a woman? If in a luminous criſis, a Lady 


appears to be in a ſoft ſweet fleep, temptation, to 


a ſtranger, may be ſtiring; but are Magnetiſts in 
danger? They know the Lady is in the land of 


viſion, 
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viſion, able to ſee Angelt, and to comprehend the 3% 
whole circle of ſcience ; they know her ſpirit is | 
drawn from her body, as much as is poſlible, 
without a total ſeparation taking place; they 
know her body has loſt all ſenſation, and that 
every thing appears to her luminous; that ſhe 
has a large acquaintance with the znv;ible world, 
and is capable of communion with Gad: can they 
who know this, or ſay they know it, behave 
impertinently to ſuch a Lady, in ſuch a ſituation? 
They can. For queſtions, not only the moſt 
diſtant from religion have been aſked ; not only 
anatomical queſtions, but queſtions of mere 
curioſity : ſuch as this, © where is Mr. P. — In 
" a coach, converſing with a gentleman, in a 
brown wig.—Note. Theſe queſtions muſt be 


aſked while the criſis continues; either by the 4 
Magnetiſt, or by one who touches him.—If 6 
under ſuch treatment, Ladies are not reſponſible Ce 


for their behaviour, what may not be propagated 
by this contrivance, and, to a favourite, what 
may not be fold. 

Surely, Sir, religion and Magnetiſm, elpecially 
in the luminous criſis, muſt be at everlaſting 
variance. Could fome Magnetiſts ſupport their 
lofty claims, miracles and propheſies, would be 
common and in contempt; nor would the 

cCharacter of Chriſt be long revered. But were 
thoſe ſcriptures which teſtify of him, believed, 
| theſe 
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theſe impoſitions which are now admired, 
would ſoon be detected: for they not only inform 
us how men have been deccived by SCIENCE, 
falſty ſo called, but plainly affert, that in the /af# 
times, iniquity will fo abound, as to equal the 
corruption of any preceding period. 
Should it be ſaid, that Magnetiſm was not 
known when the canon of ſcripture was com- 
pleted, you will not only recolle& the ſtory of 
Naaman, and that it has been faid, Magnetiſm 
was revived from the aſhes of the antients, but 
you will receive a further confirmation of its 
antiquity, from a quarter you would little expect. 
Mr. Holloway, in one of his Lectures, attempted 
to prove the an/iquily of his new ſcience, by 
alluring his hearers . it is exactly ſimilar to the 


Heathen priefiefſcs, when they gave out their 


anſwers in Pagan Temples; the ſymptoms, faid 
he, being exactly the ſame.” In the ſame 
Lecture, either to ſhew the an/iquity of his new 
ſcience, or to prove it was known in diftant 
nations, he told the following tale: 

« A vellel ſeparated from another veſſel, by 
bad weather, came near to land. The crew, or 


part of the crew, went on ſhore, and were kindly 
received by the native [ndians. Theſe ſagacious 


people ſoon diſcovered the ſtrangers were alarmed. 


for their companions, yet at fea, and were much 


ſurprized they knew not what was become of 
| | them 


622) 
them. To give them ſatisfaction, one of the 
Indians being worked upon, became inſenſible, 
and had all the fymptoms of a criſis ; when he 
came to himfelf, he aſſured the ſailors, he had 
ſeen their companions, that they were ſafe, and 
would ere long, arrive at the ſame place: which 
came to paſs.” —Suppreſs, Sir, if you can, your 


furpriſe; for to this fle tale, another yet more 


extravagant was added, 
An Indian, who poſſeſſed great powers of 
Magnetifm, had a dream. In it, he thought he 
law a very glorious perſon, who told him he 
would give him power to heal difeaſes, but that 
he muſt commit murder once a year,” My in- 
formant, ſeeling for me, as I now do for you, 
adds, I think I ſee you ſtart, Sir, at this rela- 
tion; and, I muſt own, my feelings were not 
very pleaſant when I heard it; but it is a certain 
fact Mr. Holloway did repeat this ſurprizing 
ſtory, He ſeemed aware he had faid rather too 
much, and attempted to foften the account, by 
ſaying, that the Indian poſſeſſed the powers of 
healing, but as to the dream, it was a mere 


nothing. To be ſure, it was a fact that he did 


kill a man, but the report did not ſay, whether 


it was not by accident; it might be by accident, 


and if it was, it deſtroyed the idea of murder. 
Theſe, Sir, were Mr. Holloway's own words : 
but they were not at all ſatisfactory to my 
| mind 
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mind; and yet in one view, they were perſectly 
ſatisſactory; for they carried with them the ſulleſt 
and cleareſt conviction poſſible, that Magnetiſm 
has its original from Satan and not from Gop,” 
Such, Sir, is the report that was tranſmitted to 
me, not by hearſay, but from one of his pupils: 
what will be your reflections cannot be ſaid; 
but undoubtedly you are weary of hearing ſuch 
attempts to unite magne!;/m with morality, 

Let us, then, change the ſubject, and ſce if 
Magnetiſm better agrees with ſcience. This has 
been pretended, It has been held up as “ the 
moſt eſſential ſcience,” as © a new philoſophical 
ſyſtem,” nay it has been deemed ** one of the 
ſublimeſt ſciences that ever engaged the attention 
ef the Nludious.” But theſe ſwelling bubbles will 
ſoon burſt. They cannot even endure the un- 
guarded ſtrokes of them that blew them up, 
You recolle&, Sir, that Dr. De Mainauduc has 
admitted “ it is within the capacity of every 


buman being to become perfect maſter of this 


moſt eſſential ſcience;“ and Mr. Holloway 
ems to be of the ſame opinion. For, having 
evgaged a gentleman to aſlſill him in delivering 
his Lectures, he informs us, he is able to ace. 
commodate the ſriends of the ſcience in any part 
of Great Britain or Scotland. If you alk, Who 
are theſe friends? his card will inform you, 
every man is conſidered as ſuch, who will give 
; . 4 | a ; him 
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him five guineas for his inſtructions, and promiſe 
to keep his ſecret. On theſe conditions, a gen- 
tleman and his wife are conſidered as one, To 


this we may add, that thoſe Miniſters, and other 
ſet perſons, who know how to recommend 
their Tutor, may be taught gratis. So matters 
ſtood when this Letter was begun ; but now, Sir, 
Mr. Holloway propoſes to teach for three 
guineas, and begs leave, to deliver his Lectures 
to the public in print, at the price of one guinea 
allowing his runners to ſay, that they who 
ſubſcribe for ſix, or obtain ſix ſubſcribers, ſhall 
have a ſeventh into the bargain, 

Would men of real ſcience thus proſtitute 
philoſophy ; or be excuſed if poverty, or debt, 
was pleaded in their favour * Would men of 
prudence run ſuch riſk of provoking their pupils 
to demand back again their premiums, on pain 
of being proſecuted for fraud if they were not 
peaceably returned? Your friend is ſufficiently 
threatned ſince it is reported he is writing on this 
ſubject; but you will believe him when he fays, 
he has not any ohjection to be brought into a 
court of juſtice for this Letter; and out of it, 
if Magnetiſts will keep from blows, he has 
nothing to fear from their profoundeſt ſkill. 
cS.).ience, you know, cannot be taught without a 

; proper Teacher. But who of that deſcription, 
. | would talk of inventing the moſt ſublime ſcience ; 

or 


E I 

or ſay, it is within the capacity of every human 
being to become perſect maſter of the molt 
eſſential ſcience ? who of that deſcription, would 
profeſs,that what he tcaches is totally unconnected 
with every ſociety, or publication whatſoever ? 
Yet you have ſeen, Sir, who it is that indulges 
this rant, and rodomomade. If ſuch Tutors 
are at the head of this new ſyſtem, what 
Inſtructors muſt we expect to mect with at the 
tall? 

Science, you know, mult have a ſuitable ſchælar 
if it is taught with ſucceſs: for, as Dr. Johnſon, 
has well enough obſcrved, No man can teach a 
boy more than he is able to learn. But many 
who have lcarned to Magnctife, have no taſte for ; 
ſcience, nor do th ey wiſh to be conſidered as 
fludious people. Some perſons, as ſenſible, and 
as honeſt, as any who have degraded themſelves 
to receive inſtruction from Mr. Holloway, have 
ſaid, They cannot think that Animal Magnetiſm 
ſhould, even in hezry, be called a ſcience ; that the 
ſecret might be learned in five minutes, but that 
extraneous matter is introduced, technical terms 
employed, caſes rep̃orted, and tales related, that 
ſubſcribers may ſeem to have ſomething for their 
money. Mr. Parker indeed, has been thought 
rather ram in propoſing to teach the ſcience in ane 
Lecture. Others are of opinion his feelings, 
and his fears, may plead his excuſe. They ſay 

C he 
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ne has neither his maſter's knowledge; nor his 


pupil's connection; that as a ſervant, he might 
have lived, but that as a Magnetiſt, he is * 


to want employ. 


Science, Sir, by thoſe who have it, may * 


brought to any thing; but it can only be found 


where it really is. Your friend, (perhaps for 
want of underſtanding ,) has not found It, or any 
thing like it, among Magnetiſers; except only 


in one perſon ; and that friend allows him to ſay, 


that what he knows of ſcience, and enjoys of 
religion, has checked his curioſity, and led him 
to renounce the practice of Magnetiſm, 

Science, Sir, you know, whether of the nature 
of things as they are in themſelves, and their 
manner of operation ; or of that which man 
himſelf ought to do, as a rational and voluntary 
agent, for the attainment of any end, eſpecially 
happineſs ; or of the ways and means whereby 
the knowledge of the one and the other of theſe 
are , attained and. communicated * ; ſcience, you 
well know, i in every branch of it, proceeds from 
principles evidently known, by conſequences | 
certainly concluding. Bring Magnetiſm to this 
deſcription, and the pretended ſcience becomes 
a cloud of ſmoke. Indeed, Sir, we may add, 
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that, much that is called ſcience, were it tried by 
this touch-ſtone, would, by no means, bear the 
trial. If there were not more faith in the world 
than ſcience, we ſhould yet be in darkneſs, and 


in the region of the ſhadow of death. 


One more negative may be advanced. For 
Animal Magnetiſm may, and does exiſt, without 
medical underſtanding. This, Sir, Magnetifers 
themſelves, admit. They have made it matter 
of boaſt. Though upon this ſubject, as well as 
upon any other in their profeſſional line, they are 
not to be truſted, 

Dr. De Mainauduc has told us, Magnetiſm is 
foreign to any thing yet known in the healing 
art: yet, as a medical man, he wiſhes to have tt 
thought, that a knowledge of diſeaſes is neceſſary 
to conduct a perſon through a criſis. Mrs, Pratt 
has given us a liſt of cures performed without 
medicine: yet Mr. Loutherbourg has often 
condeſcended to preſcribe to his patients. Mr. 
Cue who talks terribly againſt the Faculty, and is 
pleaſed with his ignorance of the art of medicine, 
even this Mr. Cue occaſionally preſcribes : not 
medicines, we may be ſure, but amuſments. His 
preſcriptions are, Rub yourſelves all over with 


a coarſe cloth, every morning. Uſe Dr. Lobb's 


muſcular exerciſe :*' to which he adds, Drink no 
ſpirituous liquors, Take no medicines,” You 


can account for the laſt article of his advice, and 
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the reſt you will not deſpiſe. Dr. Benamor is 


aid to have treated medicine with contempt, 
ſince he commenced philoſopher : but you will 


hear of ſuch a report with caution, and believe 
with me, that he is only againſt preſcription, 


when his unfortunate preſcriptions run againſt 


him. Mr. Benamor, his ſan, ſuppoſes, and 
well he may, that Mr. Holloway's pupils, in 
general, are unacquainted with Anatomy, Phy- 
ſiology, and Pathology. But he raſhly ima- 


gines, that ſuch inſtruction will be acceptable 
to the pupils of his friend. For as meſi of them 


have reached ſublimity itſelf, without a wiſh for 
ſuch learning, Mr. Benamor has not much to 


expect from ſuch cagles in erudition. Not that - 


he conſiders them as ſuch ; for he lately ſaid, 
perhaps from repeated diſappointment, that ſome 


had learned the ſecret, who had not minds frong 
_enovgh for practice, and would never do any 


good with it. When his circular Letter firſt fell 
into my hands, inſtantly theſe words occured : 
They helped every one his neighbour, and every one 


ſaid to his brother, Be of good courage. Why this 
text was thus recollected, you, who are ac- 


quainted with Analagy and Afſ*ciation, need not 
As medical underſtanding ſeems to be of 
importance to Magnetiſers, one cannnot but 
wiſh they who are deſtitute of it, would renounce 
_ the 
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the practice of Animal Magnetiſm, It is not eaſy 
to account for the reſerve of the Faculty on this 
naw ſcience. Ihe proiellors of it may be below 
their notice ; but the welfare of the public is not. 
The common objection, that they are intereſtan. 
and therefore partial judges, is without foundation. 
For if what is called Animal Magnetiſm, would 
bear inſpection, they are beſt able to guard it 
from abuſe, and to practiſe what is ſafe, to their 
own emolument, and to general ſatisfaction. 
They muſt know, that moſt men are not fond 
of medicines, and if they can perform cures 
as well without drugs as with them, /hey are the 
men with whom the /ccret ſhould be truſted. If 
on the contrary, they know, as undoubtedly they 
do, that Animal Magnetiſm will not bear 
inſpection, they are the men that ſhould expoſe it. 
It would be glorious in them to bring to light 
thoſe impoſitions which, if let alone, mult 
eventually increaſe the number of their patients. 
One of their profeſſion, a friend of mine, has 


written with ſucceſs againſt it. The ſecond 


Edition of his ſenſible pamphlet is ſent you with 
this Letter. The Faculty have another writer, 
(how many more it would be raſh in me to ſay, 
but they have another writer,) among them, of 
ſuch abilities and prudence, that were he to 
undertake the taſk, this Letter would ſoon fink 
in your eſteem, and fall into oblivion. But thus - 
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to be forgotten would be no diſgrace, The 
writer alluded to is that Gentleman who has 
obtained, with much honour to himſelf, and with 
equal honour to the Faculty, the it FoTHERC1L- 
LIAN MEDAL, for his judicions anſwer to this 
well timed queſtion : * What Diſeaſes may be 
mitigated or cured by exciting particular affections, 
or paſſions of the mind? They who have the 
honour of his acquaintance would ſerve the 
public, could they perſuade him to make a more 
direct attack on Magnetiſm. But whether thoſe 
Gentlemen will be of that opinion, cannot at 
preſent be aſcertained. —Thus, Sir, we have ſeen 
what Animal Magnetiſm is nor. It is not 
connected with religion ; it is not ſcience properly 
ſo called; it may and does exiſt without 
medical underſtanding. What it really is, we 
are next to conſider. 
| Here, Sir, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe your 
patience will be tried, and your curiofity, at firſt, 
diſappointed: becauſe, though your friend is 
now in the ſecret, yet he means to let this part 
of his Letter ſtand in the original form it was 
firſt drawn up; as he conceived, and ſtill 
conceives, it is founded on thoſe principles which 
will leave our Magnetiſts no plea for their 
practice. Befitles; Magnetiſts are not only nume- 
tous, but every one almoſt has ſome peculiarity 
of his n. It is true, Sir, that more than one 

of 
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of my Correſpondents have ſent me, in writing, 
Mr. Holloway's ſecret 7 but another Correſpon- 
dent affures me, that Mr. Parker, Mr. Holloway, 
and Mr. Cue, are not properly inſtructed ; all 
of them deriving the lille which they know, 
from Mr. Parker's /;fening; and by racking 
to ſuch information the diſcordant ſcraps they 
have gleaned up from books, but imperfectly 
underſtood. Thus we aſcend again to Dr. De 
Mainauduc. But we have ſeen already, what 


he thinks of Mr. Meſmer's method, and that 


what he naw propoſes to teach, is Yatally 
unconnected with Animal Magnetifm. From 
ſuch men, what can be relied on? they ſeem to 
agree in nothing, except it be in a diſpoſition to 
call whatever they pleaſe by a new name, and of 
changing their terms as often as it may be found 
convenient. You know, Sir, they that gad 
about ſo much to change their way, have not 


yet found a good one. You know too, that 


human follies often acquire new appellations, and 
put on new appearances ; that inſignificant cir- 
cumſtances are multiplied or diminiſhed, as the 
age, or place, may require; while the nature of 
thoſe follies, and the miſchiefs which they 
produce, are (juſt as they are encouraged,) in 
every age, and in every place, the ſame, 
Further; Magnetiſts are -by, no means har- 


monious. Mr. Holloway aſſerts, that the criſis 


. which 
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which Mr. Cue produces is both hyſterical and 
dangerous. Mr. Cue retorts, that Mr. Hollo- 
way is a mercenary man, and ſpeaks, and acts 
ſrom venal motives. Others ſay, that ſince 
Mr. Cue has had more ſucceſs than Mr. 
Holloway in producing convulſions, the latter 
has warned his pupils againſt attempting to 
produce the common criſis. Leaving theſe Gen- 
tlemen, and other Magnetiſts, to ſettle their 
diſputes in ſome dead time of the year, when 
buſineſs is not ſtirring, let us now conſider 
what Animal Magnetiſm really is, as it appears 
in the courſe of common and of ſpecial 
practice. | 
In general, we may ſay, it is an operation of 
one animal upon another to excite wonder, by 
the operator's producing, or ſeeming to produce, 
ſenſible effects both in his patient, and in himſelf, 
by that kind of treatment which the art requires. 
Wonder is equally the end of Magic and of 
Magnetiſm : but, as mere wonder would ſoon 
ceaſe to pleaſe the ſpectators, in Magnetiſm, it 
is connected with a pretence to ſcience and piety, 
and with the aſſurance of producing curative, 
and other beneficial effects. The means employed 
to gain credit to their pretenſions are various, - 
and too frequently connected with colluſion. 
But colluſion and cant apart, they who Magnetiſe, 


2 either L or mentally, or they 
profeſs 
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profeſs to unite theſe different modes of actien 
in their treatment. As to the reſt, Sir, you 
muſt know, when theſe wonder-working men 
call forth a/ffani/oment, it is either with or without 
ſupernatural allitance, This diviſion of the 
ſubject ſeems to include ali the ways in which 
one man can act upon another; if therefore, 
they cannot account for what is done, or if the 
laſi article of the four will only account for 
what is mo{t marvellous in Magnetiſm, then it 
will follow, that Animal Magnetiſi, in thoſk: 
parts of it which have been moſt admired, is a 
compound of fraud and deluſion ? 

By mechanical operation, you will not conceive 
me as ſpeaking according to the rigour of that 
term. You know, Sir, no man can move his 
hand with deſign, without a volition and motive, 
which are not mechanical. But where manual 
operations are chiefly regarded, by what better 
name can they be called ? 

A Magnetiſt, not unknown to fame, in the 
neighbourhood of St. Luke's, found his buſineſ 
ſo much increaſe as to need aſſiſtance. O“ 
ſeveral of his friends he received the help he 
ſought. Never ſure, were any pupils ſooner 
prepared for practice. Do as yu ſee me de, 
was the ſolitary precept which they received. 
They did as they were taught, to the great 
content, if not to the healing of many patients. 


. Theſe 
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Theſe operators your friend has ſeen at work ; 


and wiſhed, for once, to be thrown into a criſis : 
but that operation was given up without diſgrace 
to the Magnetiſt, and without any want of 


courage in your correſpondent. Some of theſe 


mechanical artiſts ſeemed to be as far from 
mental exertions as can well be imagined. They 


"ſtared about them, looked this way, and that, 


*occaſionally chatted on common ſubjects, and 
'feemed to be awake to the moſt trifling 
occurrence. Could their manual motions produce 
ſenſible effects? So it ſeemed; for more than 


one woman was thrown into convulſions. You 


will think this almoſt incredible ; but there are 


advocates for mechanical operations, who have 
more to ſay for fuch treatment, than you yet 
have heard. They ſay, we are ſurrounded by 
theearth's atmoſphere, which is ever in motion, 

and tlrat all bodies, (animal bodies by no means 
excepted,) are more, or leſs, affected by it. 
They ſay that if they alter, according to art, 
the current, or compound, of theſe minute 
partieles of matter, near the ſurface of the human 
body, and direct with ſkill, the ind magnetic 
fluid, which pervades univerſal nature, to that 


part of the animal frame of which their patient 


cotnplains, or to thoſe parts, which, being heated 
and agitated, may diſperſe obſtructions, the 
patient will ſoon be ſenſible of the ſalutary 


But 


*Efficacy of ſuch treatment. 
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But this argument, as you will perceive, is too 
difficult for any but adeptt to manage. Indeed, 


men are ſo reluctant to ſuppole, that ſuch a maſs 


of matter as has been mentioned, ſo heterogenę- 
ous, and ſo various, as never in any two places, 
or for one ſingle hour, to be the ſame near the 
ſurface of any particular body; men are ſo 
unwilling to ſuppoſe that ſuch a maſs of matter, 
or a diſtin property of it, or of ether gliding 
through it, is under the dominion of mortal 
hands, that this argument is ſcldom urged, 
except it be in ſome convenient corner, The 
buſineſs, therefore, is brought into cloſer quarters. 
Man is conſidered as a 7ripariite being: as 


conſiſting of body, ſoul, and ſpirit. Mr. 


Holloway compares the body of man to a room, 
the ſpirit to the windows, and the ſoul to light. 
Unhappily for this Gentleman, the words alluded 
to require a different arrangement. Both the text, 
and the deſign of the Apoſtle, require that the 
term ſpirit ſhould be conſidered as the leading term. 
If therefore, the body muſt be the room, the 
ſoul muſt be the windows and the ſpirit the light. 
Or if, according to another, ſimilitude which 
Mr. Holloway approves, the body, is compared 
to a building, the ſpirit to the portico, and the 
ſoul,. to the noble inhabitant, the ſame error is 


equally viſible, How, much better, Sir, (but 


who will wonder at that) is Calvin's comment 
„ SO | on 


K 
on the ſame text? In it, curioſity may be diſ- 
_ appointed, but conſcience will be informed by his 
remarks ; by his comment, the pride of man 
may be mortified, but ſuch an expoſition makes 
the heart of the believer rejoice, 

It is ſaid, not only that the body of man is 
porous, but that effluvia iffue from it, and form 
ſteams of inſenſible vapour; ſo that, when two 
animated bodies come near each other, the vapour 
from each comes into contact, while the bodies 
themſelves are ſeparate; that if, by dexterous 
management, the Magnetiſt can have dominion 
over theſe minute particles of matter, when thoſe of 
his own body, and thoſe of his patient's unite, 
or reſiſt each other, he may take ſenſations, 
make diſcoveries, and perform wonders, Who, 
Sir, would rob any man of this invention? Till 
the following queſtions are fairly anſwered, 
there ſeems to be no motive ſufficient to ſeduce 
your friend to claim it as his own. Can the 
matter which flows from us, be different from 
that which reſides in us? If it cannot, are not 
thoſe particles of matter as various as can well 
be imagined? If it can, muſt it not be ſome 
ether, phlogiſtion, or magnetic fluid, which is ſup- 
poſed to flow through us ? But if it paſſes through 
our pores, what is their form? Have we ſcales like 
fiſhes? or are we perforated with round, ſquare, 
triangular, or -irregular fiſſures? May not our 
$9 pores 
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pores be in the form of a trumpet, narrow where 
the effluvia comes forth, and wide where it comes 
out? Can the motion of the hand, upwards, or 
downwards, by puſhing, or drawing, or by 
writhing the fingers in any poſition, heal diſeaſes? 
when theſe queſtions are not merely replied to, 
but anſwered, mechanical Magnetiſm will put on 
a better appearance than it has yet aſſumed. 

But it is ſaid, there is no arguing againſt 
the exiſtence of fals. We may however, 
queſtion whether wonderful tales are true, Mere 
aſſertions, from ſuſpected characters, is not proof. 
Reaſon refuſes Magnetiſers her aid to ſupport 
their trumped up fame. Their only refuge is an 
appeal to experience. We do not deny, but that 
a great deal is always due to experience: but 
then, this experience ſhould not be another 
man's, but our own ; not ſlight, but exact; not 
deceitful, but certain ; not variable, but conſtant 
and perpetual.—In a court of juſtice, /wz 
witneſſes are commonly required to prove any 
thing ; which yet does not hinder us from giving 
credit to one, contrary to the ordinary rule, if he 


be a witneſs above all exception. There are H 


witneſſes likewiſe, in natural philoſophy ; reaſon 
and experience. If for want of reaſon, it i 
neceſſary to believe experience alone, it is 
neceſſary alſo, that it be a witneſs above all 


exception: ſuch an experience in ſhort, as makes 
D men 


1 


men believe that the loadſtone draws iron after 
it. But what ſort of experience is it that ovr 
wonder-mongers brag of ?—Poſitively, they that 
ſo often appeal to experience to prove their 
fooleries, ſeem to be entirely ignorant what 
experience is: what they have heard, what they 
have read, they have experienced. Two or 
three examples with theſe folks, make an 
infallible rule ; what hath twice or thrice 
happened, by mere chance, hath happened by 
a certain neceſlity of nature, What are joined 
together in time, have a natural connection 
between them, whatever goes before is the cauſe, 
or the ſign, whatever follows, is the effect, and 
thing ſignified.” Such, Sir, is the well founded 
raillery of Werenfelſius, in his well written 
Diſſertation upon Superſtition in natural things: 
How far it will apply to the preſent ſubject, you 
need not be told. 
It is ſtill ſaid, if good be done, why are 
objections multiplied? Your friend, who ſome- 
times reads thoſe old books you have not Iciſure to 
conſult, found in one a ſufficient anſwer to this 
queſtion. It was written by Mr. William 
Perkins, once famous in the Univerſity of 
Cambridge. In his diſcourſe on wifcheraft, Which 
the notions of the laſt Century exacted from 
him, he ſays, Of witches there are two ſorts: 
the bad witch, and the good witch, for ſo they 
5 - are 
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are commonly called.” It was then believed, 

that bad witches could do no good, but only 
hurt; and that the good could do no hurt, but 
good only. His own opinion was, ** that of the 
two, the more horrible and deteſtable monſter 
was the good witch, commonly called a wiſe-man, 
or a wiſe-woman ;" his arguments are ſuch, that as 
long as the exiſtence of ſuch people is admitted, 
they cannot be overthrown. But, Sir, as you 
will hardly trouble yourſelf to enquire for the 
Works of Mr. Perkins, let me ſay, there is a 
modern pamphlet in which the plea of gead being 
done by Magnetiſers, is well refuted. The folly 
and danger of ſuch a plea, is alſo jultly expoſed 
in the Diſſertation already mentioned, and in a 
pamphlet, publiſhed with a tranſlation of that 
Ditlertation, which is called Occaſional Thoughts 
on the power of curing the King's Evil, aſcribed 
to the Kings of England. In this uſeſul piece, 
we have a report of innumerable cures performed 
by Royal hands in many parts of Europe, It 
ſaith, the regiiter of the Royal Chapel in England, 
exhibits a liſt of 92, 107 perſons touched by 
King Charles II. in a certain number of years. 
But if the reader regards thoſe cautions which 
this ſagacious authour has given, he will not run 
headlong into the belief of any thing miraculous z 
but will conclude, the regiſter can be an evidence 
of nothing but the weakneſs of the people, and 
| I 2 the 
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the willingneſs of the King to indulge it. 
When Monarchs Magnetiſed, their power was 
conſidered as a ſpecial gift, and confined to few 
caſes: but when Mountebanks aſcend the ſtage, 
they heal all diſorders, and boaſt of n may 
wen according to art. 

Let us now leave mechanical operations, and 
aſcend into the mental region of the Magnetiſts 
ability. To be ſure, properly ſpeaking, we can 
no more think without the body, in this world, 
than we can act without the mind. Nothing 
therefore, is intended by this diviſion, but only to 
ſpeak of ſuch things ſeparately, as at 180 time, 


are moſt conſpicuous. 
On mental Magnetifm, your friend was in 


danger of ſaying too much. But he is happily 
prevented, by reading Dr. Falconer's Diſſertation 
on the Influence of the Paſſions on the Diſorders of 
the Body. In this Diſſertation, Dr. Falconer takes 
notice of ſome of the rules and laws by which the 
human ſyſtem or conſtitution are, in theſe reſpects 
governed and conducted. Next he proceeds to 
deſcribe the general effect of the paſſions on the 
frame and conſtitution. The paſſions he thinks, 
with Haller, may be conſidered as of two kinds; 

ſuch as excite the powers of the vital ſyſtem, or 
rouſe the faculties into action, or ſuch as depreſs 
and debilitate them. Theſe diſtinct paſſions are 


deſeribed, and a general inference is drawn. 
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But Dr. Falconer honeſtly owns many diffi- 
culties muſt occur, in the management of theſe 
nice and precarious inſtruments, Having finiſhed 
his previous remarks, he attempts an application 
of what has been ſaid, to particular diſeaſes. 
This taſk called for all the talents even of ſuch 
a Writer: and if you pleaſe to read him on this 
ſubject, you will meet with much better obſer- 
vations on animal economy than a multitude 
of mute philoſophers are able to impart. 

The manner in which ſome men are apt to 
ſwagger over their patients, is ſo well depicted by 
Dr. Falcener, and ſo applicable to the mock 
majeſty of Magnetiſers, it ſhall here be given, 
The Doctor ſays, Some have endeavoured to 
acquire influence over thoſe they attend, by a 
ſtudied coarſeneſs of manners, and even of 
dialect, by confidence in the delivery of their 
ſentiments, and peremptorineſs in exacting the 
moſt implicit ſubmiſſion to their dictates. This 
method however unworthy to be purſued, has 
ſometimes met with ſucceſs, but it has often 
happened that, when the novelty o: the firſt 
impreſſion is over, conſiderate perſons are tempted 
to examine the foundation of ſuch bold pre- 
tenfions; and if, as muſt often happen, the 
ſucceſs and abilities of the practitioner, thould not 
be found to correſpund with fuch lofty claims to 
deference and reſpeR, the illuſion vaniſhes, and 
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he is regarded only as one who attempts to 
impoſe upon the world by aſſuming a character 
he is unable to ſupport.” Perhaps, Sir, this 
picture will remind you of ſome preachers, of 
whoſe airs -and emptineſs, you have more than 
once complained. For my part, it ſeems to me 
ſo exact a deſcription of vain and venal 
Magnetiſts, that whenever it occurs to my mind 
they almoſt ſeem to be preſent, 

The influence of one mind over another is not 


only great, but ſuch as cannot be deſeribed. 


Experiments are endleſs, and all the modes of 
making them paſt finding out. © The conceit 
of a predominant or maſtering ſpirit, of one man 
over another, is antient, and received ſtill, even 
in vulgar opinion.“ But as our minds are not 
infinite, their operations mult be limited: and 
there is ground to conclude, that thoſe limits in 
Magnetiſing, are much ſtraiter than is pretended. 
«« Tf the vital, or animal faculties, were under the 
direction and dominion of the reaſonable ſoul, 
natural life and death would depend, in a great 
meaſure, upon the man's wn will, as he would 
then have command of all the animal functions, 
which, however, in many caſes, he can at preſent, 
neither forward, nor cont roul.“ But, Sir, the 
Magnetiſt who feels he has but little dominion at 
home, is the more anxious to ſecure it abroad. 
He ſtrives therefore to ſtart into conſequence 
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by working upon other people. Yet were they 
not willing to ſuffer fools gladly to reign over 
them, the conqueſts of conjurers would ſoon be 
confined to the land of Utopia. Lord Bacon 
obſerves, when you work upon the imagination 
of another, it is neceſſary that he on whom you 
work have a precedent opinion of you, that you 
can do ffrange things; or that you are a man of 
art, as they call it; for elſe the ſimple affirmation 
to another, that this, or that, ſhall be, can work 
but a weak impreſſion on his imagination.“ 
They who work vpon others mult either do it 
in their preſence, or abſence. What is to be 
done in the preſence of the patient, will beſt fall 
in with the following article; but mental powers, 
if Magnetiits are believed, work with equal eaſe 
and ſtrength on St. Peter's, or St. Paul's, 43 
Dives or Lazarus. | 
Lord Bacon, indeed, has faid “ If there be any 
power in imagination? it is leſs credible that it 
ſhould be ſo incorporeal and immaterate a virtue, as 
to work at great diſtances, or through all mediums, 
or upon all bodies: but that the diſtance muſt he 
competent, the medium not adverſe, and the 
body apt and proportionate.” But his lordſhip 
was as diſtant from the impertinence of modern 
Magnetiſers, as they are from his lordſhip's 
underſtanding. | 
He 
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He who pretends to treat at a diſtance without 
iraining his patient to receive impreſſions, muſt 
propoſe to do it, either by ſome external medium, 
or without it. If without ſuch aſſiſtance, he 
does in effect ſay, Am Ia God at hand, and not 
afar off But if an external medium of a hundred 
miles in length, and which in breadth, and height, 
is too immenſe for meaſure, be neceſſary, is it 
credible, Sir, that this maſs of matter, or any 
peculiar part of it, or ether gliding through it, is 
under the controul of human volitions ? Things 
themſelves, you know, cannot enter into the 
mind, but the ſigns of them may.“ A man may 
gaze at theſe ſigns, and play with words, and 
ideas, till he is weary ; but abſent objects are 
undiſturbed at his internal ſport: his volitions 
and reveries may affect himſelf, but the abſent 
object has nothing to fear, or to hope, from his 
mental exertions. You will certainly con- 
gratulate your friend on this fact; becauſe, if 
thoſe proud pretenders could have worked upon 
him at a diſſance, you may be confident he had 
never Written you this Letter. 

Next, Sir, Jet us unite the mechanical and 
mental powers of Magnetiſts, and ſee what a 
junction of theſe powers may produce. It has 
been repeatedly obſerved, that not any operations 
— is either entirely mechanical, or entirely 

mental: 
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mental: but in common, theſe different modes 
of action are prife/Jedly united; and in that views 
it mult be confeſled, if the Magnetiſt knows how 
to read, and how to expreſs the copious language 
of the eye; if he knows how to trace the firſt 
viſible effects of the ſtirring and depreſſing 
paſſions; his looks, his motions, his voice, his 
profound ſilence; his queſtions, hints, and 
well-timed pauſes; his anxious concern for his 
patient, and ſeeming confidence of ſucceſs, may 
be ſufficient to produce ſtrange things: and if he 
knows how to manage them, either by himſelf 
alone, or by a fuitable ſecond, (ſuch as Ralpho 
was to Hudibras, Whachum to Sydrophel, or 
Romeo to Julict's nurſe,) what wonders he may 
perform, or what allles he may commit, a man 
of your underſtanding need not be informed. 
But how this art, well or ill employed, may be 
taught, is impoſſible to ſay. Of medical 
authority, Dr. Falconer. obſerves, «© By what 


means it may be originally acquired, or after» 


wards maintained, is more a matter of experience, 


joined with prudence and ſagacity, than capable 


of being reduced to rule and order, or of being 
expreſſed in direct words. 

You will not ſuſpect, Sir, chat by this 
quotation, it is intended to put medical authority 
and the aſſurance of — upon par. The 


difference. 


„ all. 
TY * 


5 
| difference is plain and great. Medical authority 


is confined to medical men ; but Magnetiſts treat 
their patients without medical underſtanding ; 
treat them, as they call it, on the moſt frivolous 
pretences, not only without the knowledge of 
diſeaſes, but without ſagacity to diſtinguiſh what 
emotions it would be proper either to raiſe, or to 
ſuppreſs. Their external treatment is literally 
beating the air ; which, like beating on a drum, 
admits of no variation, but in the number, force, 
or turn of the ſtrokes: whereas medical men 
preſcribe drugs which operate independent of 
their acquired authority. 

Formerly, Magnetiſers made ufe of material 
mixtures. He who would ſee the groſſeſt mix- 
ture and Magnetiſm meet, may read Maxwell's 
Medicina Magnetica, Once, Sir, Mum was the 
grand n;/irum. The meaning of that mono- 
ſyllable is now of donbtful diſputation, It may 
therefore, amuſe you to take ſome notice of its 
antiquity and former fame. Mum, Sir, is of high 
original, and was once much more eſteemed 
than cither tar water or Bateman's drops. We 
read of Arabian Mum, of Lybian Mum, and of 
Egyptian Mum. We alſo read of corporal and 
fpiritual mummies ; of the ufes to which they 
have been applied, by way of ſympathy, and 
antipathy, and of the miſchiefs which theſe medi- 
caments haye produced. As Mummy loſt its 

| reputation, 


1 
reputation, and as deceptions of this kind were 
_ expoſed, by way of deriſion, it was called Mums 
mery. Afterwards, it was common to ſay of ex- 


travagant pretences, Mum fer that! Finally, it 


became a ſcare-crow to children, who were told 
if they were not gad, they ſhould be beaten into 
a Mummy. In ſome future period, Sir, Magne- 
tiſm will be as obſolete as Mummy now is; and, 
as its credit decays, it will be called Maggstiſm ; 
and, by abbreviation, Mag. When it is thus 
run down, it will be common to ſay of bold pre- 
tenders, they are Mag- ſellows; and of loquacious 
huſſeys, they are Mag-girls. Should this paper 
of mine be found in that period, your friend will 
undoubtedly riſe in the eſtimation of the ignarant, 
who will Icarn from it the meaning of ſuch epi- 


thets, and underſtand the origin of ſuch bur- 


leſque. 1 

I feel, Sir, a pleaſure in drawing near the 
cloſe of this long letter ; from a perſuaſion that 
the laſt article will not appear to you ridiculous, 
Nothing remains within the compals of my abilities 
to ſtate, but to conſider whether Animal Mag- 
netiſm may be accounted for, on the ground of 
ſupernatural aſſiſtance. 

Of foreign, perſonal agents, we ** not 
any, but God, angels, and departed ſpirits. Let 


us not take the name of God in vain, Enough 


has been ſaid to ſhow that Magnetiſm and religion 
| arc 
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Are tt variance. That our Magnetiſts look up ts 
angels, good or bad, does not appear. That they 
invoke departed ſaints, or ſeek the aid of pol- 
luted ſpirits, cannot be faid ; at leaſt, your friend, 
has no reaſon to ſuppoſe they are addicted to ſuch 
devotion. But, Sir, may not ſome deceiving 
ſpirit, unſolicited, impoſe upon them, and do 
that, if it be done at all, which they boaſt of doing 
by their own ability? For, whoever carefully 
attends to what is reported of the luminous criſis, 
and of cures performed at a diſtance, will be com- 
pelled to conclude, that thoſe reports are freighted 
with impoſition, or that they are incredible on 
any other principle than what is commonly called 
ſupernatural aſſiſtance. Commonly called is thrown 
in, becauſe your friend, believes, nothing is 
firiftly ſpeaking ſupernatural, but what is properly 
divine. To ſhew the poſſibility of that kind of 
deception which has been ſuppoſed, it would be 
eaſy to quote many authours, of that rank in 

the republic of letters, who have merited eſteem. 
Mr. Baxter, in his Enquiry into the Nature 
of the Human Soul, ſhews that even dreaming 
cannot be the effect of mechaniſm, or any 
cauſe working mechanically; and thence that 
it muſt be the effect of a living deſigning cauſe, 
F. Hoffman, in his Opuſcula Phyſica Medica, 
gives this name to one of his Diſſertations, De 
Diaboli Potentia in Corpora. In this Diſſertation, 
there 
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there are many curious, and ſome ſcrious remarks; 
with anſwers to ſuch objections as commonly 
occur, Lord Bacon has much to the ſame pur- 
poſe. His lordthip obſerves, ** The ſchool of 
Paracelſus, and the diſciples of pretended Magic, 
have been ſo intemperate, as that they have ex- 
alted the power of imagination to be much one 
with the power of miracle-working faith.“ His 
Lordſhip adds, „others that draw nearer to pro- 
bability, calling to their view the ſecret paſſages of 
things, and eſpecially of the contagion which 
paſſes from body to body, do 'conceive it ſhould 
likewiſe be agreable to nature, that there ſhould 
be ſome tranſmiſſions and operations from ſpirit 
to ſpirit, without the mediation of the ſenſes, 
whence the conceits have grown, now almoſt 
made civil, of the maſtering ſpirit, and the force 
of confidence, and the like. Incident unto this, 
is the enquiry how to raiſe and fortify the ima- 
gination; for if the imagination fortified have 
power, then it is material to know how to 


| fortify and exalt it. And herein comes in crook- 


edly and dangerouſly, a palliation of a great 
part of ceremonial Magic. For it may be pre- 
tended, that ceremonics, characters and charms, 
do work, not with any tacit, or ſacramental 
contract with evil ſpirits, but ſerve only to 
ſtrengthen the imagination of him that uſeth it; 
as images are ſaid by the Roman Church, to 

'E {ix 
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fix the cogitations, and raiſe the devotions of 
them that pray before them. But,“ ſays his 
lordſhip, for mine ewn judgment, if it be ad- 
mitted that the imagination hath power, and that 
ceremonies fortify imagination, and that they be 
uſed ſincerely and intentionally for that purpoſe ; 
yet I ſhould hold them unlawful, as oppoſing to 
that firſt edict which God gave to man, In ſudere 


wultus comedes panem tuum. For they propound 
thoſe noble effects, which God has ſet forth unto 


man to be bought at the price of /abour, to be 
obtained by a few eaſy and ſlothful obſervances. 

Here, Sir, you will remark, that Lord Bacon 
thought very little of the power of imagination 
over abſent objects. Imagination may ſhine in 
poetry, but unleſs it is aſſiſted by fight, or tranſ- 
mitted by words, it will not reach us, when we 
are diſtant from the imaginant, by ſympathy, or 
volition, You ſee too, that bread, according to 
his lordſhip's judgment, is the reward of labour: 
meaning not bread alone, in the literal ſenſe, 
but that which is either valuable, or nutritious, 
Tt is true, Sir, that Magnetiſts make a great 
parade of engaging all our powers in the manage- 
ment of their ſecret; but pretence and reality, 
are widely ſeparated, however near a novice 4 
conceive they are brought together. 

Dr. Brown, in his Treatife of Vulgar Errors, 


after laying before us "Op cauſes of our mif- 
. takes 


„ 

fakes, adds, But beſides the infirmities of 
human nature, the ſeed of error within our- 
ſelves, and the ſeveral ways of deluſion from 
each other, there is an inviſible and ſecret pro- 
moter without us, whoſe activity is undiſcerned, 
and plays in the dark upon us; and that 1s the 
firſt contriver of error, and * oppoſer of 
truth, the devil. 

But Mr. Holloway 3 he is out of the 
reach of this deceiver ; becauſe Satan is ſuppoſed 
by that gentleman, never to be the occaſional 
cauſe of doing go:d ; whereas HE certainly aims 
at nothing elſe. He does cures rv-ugy and to- 
morrow, and reads Lectures to refine the under- 
ſtanding, and to harmonize, and regulate the 
diſpoſitions of the heart. The philoſophy which 
he teaches, undermines the tenets of the Athei/, 
and accounts for a thouſand occurrences in life, 
that can receive light from no other ſource. 
W hat has Satan to do with all this ; unleſs it be 
to revile it, and to ſtir up the Examiner to write 
againſt it? 

Is Mr. Holloway, Sir, of whom you ſay you 
have ſome knowledge, ſo ignorant of Satan's 
devices as not to know that vanity reigns in 
ſeeming excellence ; and that where it reigns, 
the dominion of our common .Adverſary is 
fecured? Is he, with all he is faid to have ſeen 
of his own injide, a ſtranger to the vanity of his 
E 2 nun 
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own heart? What can be more vain than the 
language of his cards, and advertiſements ? 
What can be more vain than his venturing to 
tell a man, in his firſt interview with him, the 
ſecret purpoſe of his mind? What can be more 
vain than his attempting to diſcover the thoughts 
of his friends, who, at his requeſt; retired into 
another room that he might diſplay his deepeſt 
(kill? What can be more vain than his affecting 
to be ſuddenly interrupted by ſome uneaſy ſen- 
ſations, while he was reading what he calls a 
Philoſophical Lecture to his pupils? Drawing 
his band acrofs his face, he ſaid, Oh! dear, 
I am magnetiſed; it is very odd; but I know 
who it is that has magnetiſed me; it is * 
though that Lady was then in the country ? 

' You may think, Sir, he is overcharged with 
vanity : but he cannot forget ſuch recent attempts 
to aggrandize himſelf ; and his conſcience will 
one day inform him, they were as ridiculous as 
they were oſtentatious. 

Other Magnetiſts have been equally vain; 
equally ridiculous. One inſtance more will be 
thought ſufficient. Mr. Cue firſt treated his 
patients in the common way, ſtanding near to 
them, and working with his hands, according 
to Meſmer's method ; afterwards, he ſtood at 
the diſtance of three yards, but ſtill continued 
to uſe his arms, and to ſhake his fingers; but 

of 


E 


of late, not only his diſtance from the patient is 
Increaſed, but he ſtands with ſelf- important 


look, ſeemingly inactive, with his hands folded 
under his arms; and produces a criſis with ſo 
much eaſe to himſelf, that a ſpectator would be 
in doubt whether the operation was nat chiefſy 
mental, or whether it was not a preyious compact 
between him and the willing ſubject of his 
healing art. As he ſtood, or ſat, in this majeſtic 
poſture, a patient told Mr. Cue, “ This reminds 
me of what was ſaid to Chriſt: 1 braught him to 
thy diſciples and they could nat cure him.” The 
reaſon he aſſigned was, For. your <fifents 
work, but you have no need to move your hands.“ 

You muſt not imagine, Sir, that Mr. Cue would 
be offended with ſuch a compliment, He can 
bear the groſſeſt adulation, and enjoy the coarſeſt 
applauſe. « O. Sir,” ſaid one, who was ſure 
to pleaſe him, ** yzur hands have great power.” 
This notion he attempted to confirm by ſaying 
of one of his patients, I did but /ouch her hand, 
and ſhe went into a criſis,” Your friend ſaw 
one poor girl at his hep in this diſguſting ſitua- 
tion. He aſked Mr. Cue how long the criſis 
would continue. The anſwer was, “As long 
as I pleale, Sir.” To make good his preteg- 
ſions, the girl was ſoon releaſed, but on ſaying 
ſhe was not quite well, Mr. Sh, folding his 
arms afielh, gave me a nod, and told me ſhe 
5 & | ſhould 
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ſhould go into a criſis again, This was ſoom 
effected; at leaſt as much as before; with what 
advantage to the patient, (who ee” very fit 
for Mr. Cue's purpofe,) it does not yet appear. 
If, Sir, Satan has no agency in exciting ſuch 
vanity, if he is not in any reſpect, the occaſional 
cauſe of ſuch arrogance; if he has not at all 
deceived thoſe profeſſors of chriſtianity who have 
paid five guineas each to learn Animal Magnetiſm, 
nor thoſe miniſters who have been decoyed by 
the promiſe of gratuilous inſtruction, and urged 
by curigſity, to learn that pretended ſcience, and 
to abet its neaneſi teachers; if, Sir, Satan has 
no ſort of agency in this bad buſineſs, and no 
end to anſwer by ſuch extravagance, in what 
need we be alarmed at his deluſions ? 

The doctrine of demons has been ſo toſſed 
about in polemical productions, as to ex- 
hibit a very mournful proof of the weakneſs of 
the human underſtanding. In one age, all evil, 
phyſical and moral, is ſaid to be from wicked 
ſpirits. In another, this doctrine is renounced, 
conſidered as abſurd, and even the exiſtence of 
ſuch ſpirits is called in queſtion; or at leaſt 
their power to do us any miſchief. Whence 
this revolution of fentiment? Why, Sir, faith 
in what God has ſaid, ſeems to have given oc- 
caſion to ſome perſons to turn aſide to credulity: 


from credulity ſprang ſuperſtition; from ſuper- 
ſtition 


T I 7 
ſtition ſallied forth endleſs impoſtors ; as theſe 
monſters multiplied, incredulity appeared;  fophilts 
nourithed the noxious production, till it became 
popular; fo that n:w, THEY are liable to be treated 
as irrational, who believe that any myſtery of 
iniquity is after the working of Satan, with all 
power, and figns, and lying wonders : or who 
believe, that as the ſerpent beguiled Eve, through 
his ſubtilty, ſo the minds of men may yet be 
corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, 
But we are told, on the higheſt authority, that Satan 
himſelf, is transformed into an angel of light, and 
that therefore it is no great thing, if his miniſters 
alſo, be transformed as the miniſters of righteouſ- 
neſs; whoſe end ſhall be according to their 
works. Such, Sir, is the report and judgment 
of one far better acquainted with the inviſible 
world than we are: nor have we any reaſon to 
aſſert, that though it was ſo when Paul wrote 
his inſpired Epiſtles, it is not fo naw. Such 
things undoubtedly have been, are, and will be. 
But what particular deluſions may happen in our 
days, who is able to predict? Inftead of ſuch 
pretenfion, permit me, Sir, to fay, Beware left 
any man ſpoil you thraugh phil:ſophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments off 
the world, and not after Chriſt. 

For this long letter no apology can be ex- 


pefied. Lou wiſhed me to take my own time, 
provided 
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| provided you had at laſt a full account of this 


ſtrange buſineſs. You ſaid, the winter evenings 
were coming on, when you ſhould have leiſure 
to read all that could be collected on Magnetiſm. 
You have, Sir, in this letter, and in the pam- 


phlets and papers that come with it, every thing 


your friend could collect to give you ſatisfaction. 
Should new, or better thoughts occur, they ſhall 
be ſent you without delay. On your part, if 
you hear of a reſpectable antagoniſt who means 
to refute the preceding reports, or to ſhew the 
want of argument in the foregoing remarks, in- 
dulge me with ſuch information. He who has 
Written ſo much to ſatisfy you, is yet open to 
conviction : ſuffer him to ſay, that alone will 
make him recant doing what he has done, to 
check the vain pretenſions of deſigning men. 

Here, Sir, this Letter would have cloſed, hag 
not Mr, Holloway made an unexpeRed addition 
to his vain pretenſions. As he has now ſent 
pompous propoſals from houſe to houſe, both in 
the City, and at the weſt eud of the Town; as 
by theſe propoſals, it ſeems to be his intention 

to publiſh the principles of his Original LeQures 
as delivered by himſelf ; as the price of his Pro- 
miſed Quarto is to be one guinea; as he entreats 
for immediate application from his ſubſcribers, 
that he may aſcertain what number to print; as 


his Lectures are yet delivered as uſual, though | 


3 
his terms are lowered, it js thought this ſcheming 
Gentleman forelces his fall, and wiſhes to flide 
down as ſafely as he can. He means therefore, 
to give a plaulible account of his philoſophicat 
ſyſtem, provided the public will make it worth 
his While; and, by ſo doing, to glean up all the 
Guineas good-natured people are willing to im- 


part, while the precarious ſeaſon of his reputa- 


tion laſts, His propoſed Quarto, elegantly 
printed, on ſuperfine wove paper, and hot-preſ- 
led, will either contain what he is pleaſed to 
call his ſecret, or it will not. If it dzes contain 
the cloyſtered tale, it will be evident, that while 
he bound his pupils to keep it cloſe, he did not 
mean to bind himſelf, by any tie of honour, not 
to make it common, whenever he might think 
it proper to reveal it. If this expenſive book 
does nt contain his ſecret, ſo written, that he 
who runs may head it, can Mr. Holloway be 


confident, that all his ſubſcribers will bear to 


be thus infulted. They will not. Several of 
his pupils are already offended with his laſt ad- 
vertiſement ; and they have reaſon to be alarmed. 
For, in it, he propoſes to authenticate the whole 
of his ſyſtem by r and by ex- 
tracts of Letters from reſpectable correſpondents. 
What are theſe fas? The wonder-working 
feats which he and other Magnetiſts fancy hey 


have performed, What are thele Letters ® 


Effuſions 
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Lfakons of magnetical friendſhip, ſuch as not 
one writer in ten would wiſh the ſober part of 
mankind to read. Reflecting on theſe things, a 
reſolution was formed to fend you the ſecret of 
this great man in a narrow compaſs. Compare 
it, Sir, if ever you ſee his Quarto, with his 
own account, Judge for yourſelf, whether 
Animal Magnetiſm has not received an affecting 
blow in the foregoing papes, without availing. 
myſelf of the following information. He that 
| fays, an opponent does not know what it is, 
does in effect ſay, it is nothing which he does know. 
He may therefore, look over his little ſtock of 
knowledge, and multiply his negatives in propor- 
tion to his underſtanding. If he is diſpoſed to 
be py/itive, and it be only granted him, it is the 
operation of one man upon another, he may 
conſider in how many ways this operation may 
be diverſified ; and if none of them will account 
for thoſe effects which Magnetiſts affirm they pro- 
duce, he has a right to conclude, that what is 
not thus to be accounted for, is a compound of 
Fraud and deluſion. On theſe principles, you have 
had many of my obſervations : but now, Sir. 
you ſhall have the ſecret juſt as it fell into my 
hands, 

This Letter was begun the latter end of Sep- 
tember; and has been carried on as additional 


matter was preſented, and as opportunity to re- 
ſume 
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fume the ſubject would admit. The fir? account 

of the ſecret which came to me, was tranſmitted 
in an anonymous Letter. It was very ſhort, and 
the authour of it is yet to me unknown, Here 
is a copy: 


SI - 

« Having been informed that you were 
diſappointed hearing the Lectures of Mr. John 
Holloway, I have taken the liberty of informing 
you that thoſe things which are here incloſed, 
are the particular ſubje&s which he goes upon. 
I muſt conclude, wiſhing you may be enabled to 
expole every thing contrary to real religion, and 
{ſound realon. 


From your friend, &c.“ 


This Letter was received Oct. 7th, 1790. 
On the oppoſite page of this laconic Epiſtle, the 
following words, and no more, were found :— 
Mental Abſiraftim. Attention to an objett. Inten- 
tion to do this objett gocd. Sympathy towards this 
object. Confidence that I ſhall ds this ebject good, 
Jalittm. 


Ts this, ſaid T, the profound myſtery? Is this 
the bewitching ſecret, that charms and enchants 
on every fide? Is this the thing by which fo 
many cures, and ſo many feats, are ſaid to have 
been performed ? Is this the ſcience by which a 
lump of knowledge may be graſped at once? Im- 

| poſſible. 
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poſſible. My anonymous friend is, in fact, un- 
friendly. It is a trick played off upon the 
Examiner, to make him, by his ſuppoſed credu- 
lity, appear ridiculous. Such, Sir, were my 
reflections: but ſoon different thoughts prevailed. 
For on laying this Letter before ſome of 
. Mr. Holloway's pupils, they ſaid, it left me /:itle 
or nothing to learn, Judge Sir, of my ſurpriſe. 
Till now, it ſeemed ſtrange that a ſecret, in ſo 
many hands, was kept ; but now it appears, 
| ſhame will account for their remarkable taci- 
turnity. | 

Next Sir, a Gentleman who had heard your 
friend was attempting to examine into the merits 
and demerits of magnetiſm, informed me, that 
one of his acquaintance, who had attended Mr. 
HFolloway's Lectures, was not only much diſſatis- 
ſied, but diſpoſed to tell me the grounds of her 
diſguſt. Her account was heard with attention. 
It was diſpaſſionate, clear, and copious. A 
Letter, which ſhe Yad ſent to Mr. Holloway. 
convinced me of her ſincerity, and his reply to 
that Letter, marked, in my opinion, Vis chicane. 
At the cloſe of this interview, your friend 
obſerved, that what he had done, and was doing, 
proceeded from a perſuaſion it would be wrong 
in him, not to do his beſt to diſabuſe his friends, 
and others, who had been ſtrangely enſnared, 
But, he added, as he could only anſwer for 
| himſelf, 
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himſelf, he wiſhed her to do nothing which 
| might hurt the feelings of her own mind. If, 
ſaid he, on a review of what has been ſaid, you 
wiſh to communicate your thoughts in writing, 
they will be regarded; otherwiſe, no notice will 
be taken of this morning's converſation. The 
conſequence was, a Letter was ſent me, October 
23d, written on her belief that ſhe could not be 
bound to keep /a, ſecret which was detrimental 
to ſociety. Preſſed with this conviction, ſhe 
_ concluded to reveal what ſhe knew, was, in ſuch 
a caſe, her duty. From this Letter, ſome extracts 
have been already made: and now, Sir, what 
has been promiſed, ſhall be given you from the 
ſame pen. 

« When the Magnetiſt attempts to take the 
ſenſations of a perſon, or to perform a cure, or to 
produce a criſis, he puts himſelf in the ſituation 
of ſitting, kneeling, or ſtanding, which ever is 
the moſt convenient : but for taking ſenſations, 
ſitting in an eaſy poſture, at a ſmall diſtance 
from the perſon, is the uſual method. Then the 
marvellous work begins. He muſt diveſt his 
mind of every care and anxicty, of every thought 
and thing, except the perſon before him. His 
mind muſt be calm and placid as a ſummer's 
evening, and his body in an attitude of eaſe. In 
this ſtate of ſelf abſtraction, his attention mult 
be wholly fixed upon the perſoa before him, and 

F upon 
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upon the effects he deſires to accompliſh : this 
mult be accompanied with as fixed an intention. 
Added to this intenſe attention and intention, 
there muſt be in the fourth place, affection, or 
deſire; a ſtrong, fervent, benevolent wiſh to 
perform this ſame wonder or cure. Fifth]y, 
there muſt be ſympathy, or a ſympathetic concern 
for the perſon to be relieved. Sixthly, volition, 
or a determined reſolution of the will to perform 
it: and ſeventhly, a perfect confidence of ſucceſs, 
You will obſerve, Sir, there muſt be 1. Self. 
Abſtraction. 2. Altention. 3. Intention. 4. Afection 
er Deſire. 5. Sympathy. 6. Volition. 7. Confidence, 
or faith in the SUCCEss, Thus,“ ſays my in- 
formant, the whole ſoul is to be engaged in the 


Work, and muſt, or no effect will follow: the 


leaſt wandering, or doubt, mars the whole,” She 
adds, the powers of the ſoul being drawn to this 
point, the eye, of the body, is ſuppoſed to be 
the grand mean of conveyance, or that which 
throws the influence of theſe united powers into 
the object to whom they are directed. So much 
for the ſoul. Then, as the body is ſuppoſed to be 
continually ſurrounded with effluvia, or an 
atmoſphere, proceeding from itſelf, the hands 
of the Magnetiſt being exerciſed, in different 
motions, according as the occaſion requires, 
conduct the effluvia to the object upon which it 
3 intended to act, and thereby aſſiſts the 

operations 
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operations of the ſoul: thus the ſoul and body 
are both engaged in the work; but the qe is 
reckoned the grand conveyance of influence, even 
beyond the operation of the hands, The ſucceſs 
of this operation is various, according to the 
power which the Magnetiſt poſſeſſes of exerciſing 
his faculties. But when that power is exerciſed, 
as I have deſcribed, Mr. Holloway aſſures his 
ſtudents it ſeldom fails of fucceſs.-—Lf the perſon 
to be operated upon is abſent, the ſame method 
is to be purſued : the imagination muſt take in 
the perſon as preſent. This, Sir,” concludes 
my informant, is the grand ſecret of Magnetiſm : 
it is the ſubſtance of the Lectures diveſted of 
technical terms, arguments to prove the poſſibility 
of this and of the other aſſertion, and a 
multiplicity of caſes with which the Lectures 
Hound: and, I am ſure if Mr. Holloway himſelf, 
were to read this account, he could not, 
_ conſiſtent with truth, deny that this is the whale 
fecret.”” 
Here I formed a ſecond reſolution to cloſe 
my Letter. But to-day, December 7th, was put 
into my hands, A practical diſplay of the 
philoſophical ſyſtem called Animal Magnetiſm, 
in which is explained different modes of treating, 
with ſome medical obſervations on the diſcaſes of 
the human body, which it is peculiarly adapted to 
xelieve; together with the manner and reaſon- 
F 2 ableneſs 
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ableneſs of abſent treatment: the whole calculated 
to inſtruct every capacity in the rational principles 
and practice of the myſterious ſcience.” This 
long-winded, fallacious title, is followed with 
only ſixteen pages, looſely printed, without the 
authour's name, without a bookſeller's name, 
but ſold, without reluctance, at the modeſt price 
of frve ſhillings! This curioſi ity you will find, 
with other curious things, in the parcel ſent you 
by the Leiceſter coach. It is too bad to ſuppoſe 
this pamphlet was written by Mr. Holloway: 
though i it is no mean copy of his conceit. Whether 
it was written by ſome lad, who has liſtened to 
his lore, who wiſhes to pick up a few ſhillings 
againſt the approaching Holidays, or by ſome diſ- 
inſergſted zealot, you ſhall hear when rumour 
gives place to credible report. This pamphleteer 
has given but four ſecret articles out of the 
even. But why Mr. Holloway thought of ſeven, 
is, perhaps, to every body, but himſelf, unknown. 
Whether it was becauſe it is ſaid there are ſeven. 
ſciences,, or that ſeven has been conſidered a 
perfect number, or that the ſeventh ſon has. an 
hereditary, right to heal diſeaſes, or that ſeven 
times ſeven is forty- nine; of all this, nothing, 
but conjecture flies abroad. Be this as it may, 
it is certain that in the ſeven articles chere is not 
one, no not ane which is addreſſed to the under- 
ſtanding. The mere arangement of them ſhews 


a poverty of intellect which you will pity. But a 
| different 
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different emotion will be ſelt when you recollect, 
that this myſtery begins in a pretence of ſelf 
ab ſtractian, and ends, without pretence, in ſelf 
confidence, The arcanum is SELF throughout. 

Though not any thing relative to the ſecret, is 
likely to be of real ſervice in healiug di ſeaſes, 
yet, it mult be granted, this art may be 
dangerous to the practitioner, as well as hurtful 
to the patient. What think you of the following 
fact. A miſerable wretch, who, with great 
difficulty, uttered ſore throat, fat down to be 
treated, Two Gentlemen, (who perhaps. had 
ſent him, and were ſuppoſed to be in ſome 
branch of the faculty,) being ſpectators, wiſhed 
to have his real examined. One of them 
undertook the taſk, and found it rotten with the 
F— Diſeaſe: he drily ſaid to the operator, If 
you do him any good, I ſhall wonder.” The 
operator aſks, (for he has ſince declined the prac- 
tice,) Was this a ſituation to exerciſe ſympathy 
with ſafety f” What, Sir, can we think of taking 
ſenſations from ſuch an object? 

The injury which has been done to patients, 
both in b:dy, and in mind, by Animal Magnetiſm, 
eſpecially in the Jatter, by giving them idle 
apprehenſions of ſcience, and raſh notions of 
religion, is very great. As this new ſyſtem is 
admired, a patient inveſtigation. of 1ruth, and 


a ſober attention to fact, will be out of faſhion. 
The 
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The attempts which have been made, and are ſtill 
making to magnify human ability, both natural 
and moral; the aftempts which have been made, 
and are ſtill making to lefſen our confidence in 
God, and to increaſe our confidence in an arm 
of fleſh, are both numerous and monſtrous. How 
will you bear to be told, that deafneſs may be 
cured by the mental ideas of a doctor entering 
into the ear of his patient, and carried,. as it 
were, through his head? How will you bear to be 
told, that In orderto perform abſent treatment, 
retire, ſit down for a few minutes, be perfectly 
collected, and as much as poſſible abſtrated ; 
conſider the powers you are poſſeſſed of, and 
what you wiſh to perform to your abſent friend ; 
form. his idea in your mind, fix on it for ſome 
time, and defcend ſlowly, from the head down- 
wards, till, by the power of ſympathy, you feel 
yourſelf as it were in contact with him, and 
find a correſpondent pain, which you muſt 
endeavour to remove: how, Sir, will you bear 
to: read this preſcription? You, ſce, the wiſh 
of the Magnetiſt is the law of abſent treatment, 
and, that he is ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of pawers 
adequate to that law. But if he forms the idea 
of his friend in his mind, is that fancy his 
friend, is that idea fleſh and blood? If he fixes 
on it for ſome time, his own mind indeed, may 
be affected, but his abſept friend, if not a 

confederate 


(OF, 


Sonfederate with the Magnetiſt, comes into no 
contact with him by ſuch treatment. To talk 
of deſcending ſlowly and gradually through the 
head of this idea downwards—what madneſs ! 
Conſult the pamphlet, and find, if you can, 
a ſober page, Yet this poor piece has already 
been pillaged, (December 17th) by a diſciple of 
Mr. Cue's; who has publiſhed what he calls A 
true and genuine Diſcovery of Animal Electricity 
and Magnetiſm,” under pretence of defeating 
all counterfeit deſcriptions of the ſame.”— 
| Here too, you have ſixteen pages, price only one 
ſhilling! May we not ſay to ſuch Magnetiſts, 
The Lord hath rejected your confidences, and ye ſhall 
not proſper in them Lou have my thoughts on 
this filly ſubje& without diſguiſe : let me, Sir, 
have your's on this Letter without reſerve, 


THE 
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NOW, good Sir, we're here alone, 
As we make, you know, but one “, 
Tell me then, the ſecret, do; 
All T hear I tell to you. 


2. | 
Hear then, wife, undaunted hear, 
You have naught of me to fear; 
Do not dread the wond'rous tale, 


But of it yourſelf avail. 


Self from ſelf you — divide, 
The upper from the nether ſide; 
Thus, my dear, you muſt begin: 
Can you, child, take all this in? 
Next attend to A. or B. 

As you now attend to me; 
Then intend to do him good; 
This, I ſee, is underſtood, 


1 
Love him much, (I mean no harm,) 
Let your heart be light and warm; 
Raiſe, O raiſe, your mental fire, 
Kindle up a pure deſire. 


6. 

Spread your hands and dart your eyes, 
With your patient ſympathiſe; . 
Catch his pain, and hold it faſt, 
You can ſhake it off at laſt. » 


Now, my dear, what wo:nen love +, 
Briſk!y that with vigour move; 
Will his cure, and, ſtrange to ſay, 
You will drive dicaſc away. 

S. Mr, Holloway's card. 
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8. | 
Let no doubt invade your breaft, 
Be compos'd, and quite at reſt ; 
Quite ſecure that you can heal, 
As well as for your patient feel. 
9. | 
You look queer, and well you may, 
Yet it's all I had to ſay; - 
It's the ſum of all that's ſaid ; 
Turn it in your thoughtful head. 
10. 
Truſt yourſelf, in ſelf conſide, 
This is bottom, top, and ſide; 
This is all that they can teach, 
This is what they love to preach. 
11. 
And is this, ſaid ſhe, their fkill & 
What! is his to ſave or kill? 
Can this be their boaſted art ? 
Women act a better part. 
FL 
Who for this wou'd vow and pay? 
Who ſuch tricks as theſe would play? 
Soon the vain and venal ſcheme, 
Muſt appear a waking dream. 
| 13. 
Wife thy wit appears to me, 
Better far than this Bohea; 
May it ſpark le, may it ſhine, 
Long as I can call thee mine. 
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